
Lightspeed Venture Partners is a leading global venture capital firm with over $2 billion of committed 
capital under management. Lightspeed’s investment professionals and advisors are located in Silicon 
Valley, China, India and Israel. Over the past two decades, the Lightspeed team has backed more than 150 
companies, many of which have become leaders in their respective markets, including Blue Nile, Brocade, 
Calista, Ciena, DoubleClick, eHealth, Galileo Technology, Growth Networks, Informatica, Kiva Software, 
LightLogic, Maker Communications, Metasolv, Openwave, Quantum Effect Devices, Riverbed, Sirocco, 
Virsa Systems and Waveset. 
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Arif joined Lightspeed in 2008 and focuses primarily on 
investments in the areas of infrastructure, communications, 
networking, and software.  
 
Prior to joining Lightspeed, Arif worked in the Corporate 
Business Development group at Cisco where he focused on 
opportunities in the unified communications and SaaS 
market.  Before joining Cisco Systems, he was with Novitas 
Capital, an early-stage venture capital firm. 
 
Earlier in his career, Arif worked in technical development 
and product management roles at WebTV (acquired by 
MSFT), Andes Networks (acquired by SUNW), and Sun 
Microsystems. 

 
Arif holds an MBA from the Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania and a BSc in 
Computer Engineering from the University of Waterloo, Canada. 
 
Selected Investments: 
 

• Memoir Systems 
• Nutanix 
• Virtual Insturments 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


