LIGHTSPEED SUMMER STARTUP GRANT APPLICATION

Program Description:

Lightspeed Venture Partners VIII, L.P. is offering grants for undergraduate and graduate students studying engineering and computer science who are interested in exploring an entrepreneurial opportunity over the summer of 2009 in the technology or alternative energy fields.
Submission Guidelines:
Applications must be submitted via email to: summergrant@lightspeedvp.com.  Only one application per team is required. 

First round submissions are due January 16, 2009. 

Second round submissions are due April 3, 2009. 

Decisions:

First round winners announced by February 6, 2009.

Second round winners announced by April 20, 2009. 

Application Questions: 

1. Team name and team members (please attach resumes of all team members). 

2. Describe the idea for your company in 50 words or less.

3. Background – what has changed in this market to create the opportunity? (100 words)
4. Describe the product or service.  (100 words)

5. What is your unfair advantage? (100 words)

6. What’s the value proposition?  What pain does it address?  (100 words)

7. What one company represents your biggest competition?  Why? (100 words)

8. Describe the sales/distribution strategy? (channel, online, direct, viral).  (100 words)

9. What milestones do you hope to achieve during your summer internship? (100 words)

10. How big is the market opportunity for your product/service?  Please provide supporting data. 
11. Is there anything else you think we should know? (100 words)

